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A recent paper,?) published in Bull. Chem. Soc. Japan
and describing an alleged new synthesis of branched-
chain deoxy nitro and amino sugars, has prompted this
reply. It seems quite unlikely that the author, in
carrying out a proper scientific literature search, could
have overlooked my original paper on this matter, as
it is well documented in the chemical literature?:3) and
has been reviewed.4

In any event, the unusual identity of the two papers!+?
points to the fact that Abdel-Rahman must have been
in possession of the paper published in Carbohydrate
Research. In comparing the two papers it is quite
clear that most of the sentences in the entire paper
were copied exactly. Furthermore, both papers de-
scribe the addition of nitromethane to 1,2-O-isopropyl-
idene-5-O-trityl-a-D-erythro-pentafuranos-3-ulose in ni-
tromethane as the solvent, and in the presence of
sodium hydride at —20 °C, as well as subsequent reac-
tions carried out on the product obtained.

In addition, the yields, melting points, optical rota-
tions, infrared and NMR data correspond exactly with
those given in the original paper,® which is quite
unusual. If the yields given by Abdel-Rahman, which
are the same as given in the Carbokydrate Research paper,
are recalculated on the basis of the changed quantities
used, one finds:

Compound  Yield recalculated Given?  Literature®
2 71.6% 76% 76%
5 53.39% 589, 589%
6 75.3% 82%, 829,

These figures speak for themselves.

In the changed description of the preparation of
Compound 3, the author did not realise that the chro-
matography step, as described, was absolutely necces-

sary in order to purify the product from the less polar
triphenylmethane formed in the reaction. Perhaps the
most unbelievable feature about this paper is the fact
that Abdel-Rahman was able to obtain a correct ele-
mentary carbon, hydrogen and nitrogen analysis of
C;sH 1 gNO,y, which is in fact the M+—15 mass for
Compound 3; in my paper® an accurate determination
of the mass was done on the base peak of M*—15,
which calculated for C;,H,;,NO,.

Finally, no literature references other than those
listed® in the original article,® were included; this
shows that more recent literature had not been searched.
Several similar additions with nitromethane, though,
have been described in recent years.5)
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A copy of the comment of Lourens was sent to Abdel-Rahman in December 1977, but his reply does not arrive yet.
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